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W1TILK I was at, Nonlerney 1 had had no Idea what
serious political mailers were occupying the
Chancellor's attention: not only the'inexhaust-
ible problems of Morocco and the Anglo-
German differences* but also the transformation of Turkey
into a constitutional stale, and the fresh difficulties that would
ensue between Austria and Turkey and between Austria and
Russia in connection with  the projected annexation of
Bosnia and Herzegovina by the Bapsburg stale. Immediately
after my departure from Norderney, ihe young Turk leader
Aehmecl Rm had arrived.   And from Vienna, Aehrenthal,
whose ambition it was to carry through a tremendous stroke
of policy independently of the WilbelMstrassc, was bombard-
ing the Imperial Chancellor with all kinds of proposals for
attracting Spain to the Triple Alliance,, and urging that the
Powers together should regulate the question of the Narrows,
But what above all was occupying the mind of Billow at that
time was Germany's relations with England* As was so often
the case, he saw clearly but; acted hesitantly, perhaps from
feat of offending the Kaiser, His mind was working on the
possibility of war and he assured the Kaiser that while he
was in His Majesty's service, he would, whatever the odds,
do his utmost to see that " we threw many corpses at our
enemies* feet "~an ugly phrase, coined solely to please the
Kaiser.

But in what a serious light did he envisage the situation
should war supervene 1 " If we have to deal with England
alone, she may do us more hurt than we her* If France is
drawn^mto the war, it means probably for us fighting on
three sides, for in that case Russia will hardly remain neutral"
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